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Strada’s relation to Tolomei’s Accademia

Abstract

The citation from Tolomei’s famous letter (published 1547) regards one of 23 books planned by Tolomei’s
circle of Roman scholars and practitioners as a part of their program to study Vitruvius and document
ancient material culture related to architecture. While in Rome, Strada participated in the meetings of
this Accademia, and it seems plausible that his Opus took inspiration from, or even started as part of the
project but later took on a more general historical approach. The possible connection to the Accademia’ s
program still seems to be worth investigating because it puts Strada’s magnificent work into an even
larger context: the — presumably — first international research project and its many, long overlooked,
but rich and extensive results among which Strada’s impressive Opus may be ‘only’ one preserved item.
Therefore, the paper will not focus on numismatics in a strict sense, but rather on its interdisciplinary
environment and the Accademia’s program.
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